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⋆ Think · Learn · Grow ⋆ ⋆ Practice Test 1⋆

Read the article. Then answer questions 1–8.

The Saturday Repair Cafe

1 What started in the multipurpose room at Maple Center as a neighborhood
repair cafe quickly became a focused attempt to solve a community problem.

2 Rather than rely on guesses, participants pair volunteers with broken lamps,
bicycles, and toasters while students log each repair step. The repeated routine
turns observations into evidence the team can use later.

3 The project nearly stalled when many visitors expected instant fixes and
grew impatient when repairs took time. That moment pushed the team to
analyze the problem instead of guessing at a quick fix.

4 The next version of the plan changed several things at once: the team posted
estimate cards and showed visitors how diagnosis saves effort later. That revision
helped diagnose repairs more accurately, because estimate cards encouraged
slower, more careful checking.

5 By the end of the project, families returned with new items and donated
spare parts for future events. The room that had begun as a place for quick
fixes was starting to feel like a neighborhood workshop people trusted.

6 The result was useful, but not without trade-offs. Supplies had to be rationed,
and not everyone agreed about what should come next. Some members wanted
to host the cafe every weekend right away; others argued that another round of
repair logs and visitor feedback might reveal problems the group had not yet
seen. In the end, the team postponed the expansion until it had gathered more
evidence, even though the donated parts made a larger event seem possible.
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⋆ Stay Calm · Do Your Best ⋆ ⋆ Practice Test 1⋆

1) As it is used in paragraph 4, what does the word diagnose most nearly mean?

A to celebrate a finished project
B to identify the cause of a problem
C to arrange objects by color
D to repeat a step without checking it

Use the article “The Saturday Repair Cafe” to answer this question.

2) Which statement best expresses the central idea of the article?

A The article mostly explains the team’s daily routines and gives only brief attention
to how the project adjusted over time.

B The article describes a community effort whose success depended more on a single
decisive moment than on the broader pattern of testing and revision.

C Careful research and revision helped a neighborhood repair cafe become a useful
community project.

D The article focuses on the project’s final outcome and suggests that earlier setbacks
had little effect on what the team eventually achieved.

Use the article “The Saturday Repair Cafe” to answer this question.

3) Which detail best supports the idea that the team improved the project by studying a
problem carefully?

A Students and volunteers worked together throughout the project.
B The finished project later provided a useful result for the community.
C The team studied the weakness and then posted estimate cards and showed visitors

how diagnosis saves effort later.
D The project began after students identified a local need in the community.
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⋆ Think · Learn · Grow ⋆ ⋆ Practice Test 1⋆

Use the article “The Saturday Repair Cafe” to answer this question.

4) How does paragraph 3 contribute to the structure of the article?

A It presents the setback that leads to the revision described later.
B It introduces the setting of the project for the first time.
C It compares two unrelated projects in different locations.
D It summarizes the article’s conclusion before any evidence is given.

Use the article “The Saturday Repair Cafe” to answer this question.

5) Why does the author include details about the team’s routines in paragraph 2?

A To emphasize how much time and effort the project required
B To foreshadow that the project will face a challenge later
C To show that the team worked in an orderly way from the beginning
D To show that the project depends on repeated steps and collected evidence

Use the article “The Saturday Repair Cafe” to answer this question.

6) Which sentence best explains how the article develops the topic?

A It compares two competing approaches to solving the problem and argues that one
is clearly better.

B It presents the final result first and then goes back to explain how the project
originally started.

C It introduces a project, explains its process, describes a problem, and shows a
revised solution.

D It describes two different community problems and explains how each was solved
by a different team.
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⋆ Think · Learn · Grow ⋆ ⋆ Practice Test 1⋆

Use the article “Why Seed Banks Matter” to answer this question.

20) How does paragraph 4 contribute to the article?

A It introduces seed banks for the first time.
B It shows a second purpose of seed banks: preserving traditional varieties that

markets no longer support.
C It argues that farmers should stop growing high-yield crops entirely.
D It summarizes the earlier information about the Svalbard vault.

Use the article “Why Seed Banks Matter” to answer this question.

21) Based on the article, what can the reader infer about seed banks?

A They work quickly and without any human effort.
B They are only important for countries that experience drought.
C They depend on careful, ongoing work by scientists and volunteers.
D They are no longer needed because farming has become more modern.

Use the article “Why Seed Banks Matter” to answer this question.

22) This question has two correct answers. Choose the two sentences from the article
that together best support the idea that seed banks protect against both sudden
disasters and slow, long-term losses in crop variety.

A “The most famous is the Svalbard Global Seed Vault in Norway, built deep inside
a mountain.”

B “A single disease can sweep through a single type of wheat or rice.”
C “Scientists check moisture levels, test seed viability every few years, and plant

small sample plots to refresh the collection.”
D “As markets shifted toward a few high-yielding types, older varieties nearly

disappeared.”
E “Some have been operating quietly for more than fifty years.”
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⋆ Stay Calm · Do Your Best ⋆ ⋆ Practice Test 1⋆

Use the article “Why Seed Banks Matter” to answer this question.

23) Which sentence would best summarize the article?

A Seed banks store millions of seeds in a few cold vaults around the world.
B Seed banks quietly protect crop diversity so that scientists, farmers, and

communities can respond to future needs.
C Seed banks are only useful in very cold climates.
D Seed banks replace farms by growing crops themselves.

Read the selection and choose the best answer to each question.

Amara wrote an informational essay about the benefits of school libraries. Read Amara’s
essay and look for revisions she needs to make. Then answer the questions that follow.

Why Every School Needs a Strong Library

(1) School libraries give students access to thousands of books, databases, and research
tools. (2) A strong library program helps students develop critical-thinking and
information-literacy skills. (3) Studies show that schools with full-time librarians
have higher reading scores on standardized tests. (4) Our family just bought new
shelves for the living room.

(5) Libraries also provide a quiet space where students can study, collaborate on projects,
or simply read for pleasure. (6) Many school librarians help teachers design research
assignments that connect to curriculum standards. (7) When students learn to evaluate
sources and cite evidence, they build skills that transfer to every subject area.

(8) Unfortunately, some school districts have reduced library funding in recent years.
(9) Fewer librarians means fewer opportunities for students to receive individualized
research support. (10) Communities that invest in school libraries invest in student
success.
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⋆ Think · Learn · Grow ⋆ ⋆ Practice Test 1⋆

24) Which sentence should Amara remove from the first paragraph because it does not
support the main idea?

A Sentence 1
B Sentence 2
C Sentence 3
D Sentence 4

Use the essay “Why Every School Needs a Strong Library” to answer this question.

25) What is the best way to combine sentences 5 and 6?

A Libraries also provide a quiet space where students can study, collaborate on
projects, or simply read for pleasure; in addition, many school librarians help
teachers design research assignments that connect to curriculum standards.

B Libraries give students a place to study, and librarians support classroom research.
C Libraries also provide a quiet space, and many librarians help teachers plan research

assignments.
D Libraries offer students room to read and work, while librarians assist with some

class projects.

Use the essay “Why Every School Needs a Strong Library” to answer this question.

26) Amara wants to add a transition between paragraph 2 and paragraph 3. Which sentence
would best serve this purpose?

A Therefore, many schools have added pools and gyms.
B However, these benefits are at risk in many schools today.
C In conclusion, school libraries are great places to visit.
D Meanwhile, sports programs are also important.
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