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SECTION 1

Master the Test
Sources and Reasoning • Chapters 1–6

Build a source-first routine you can use with passages, maps, graphs, tables, timelines, cartoons, and civic scenarios.

These six chapters teach the reasoning moves that support every content area in the book.

LEARN THE IDEA −→ PRACTICE WITH SOURCES −→ CHECK YOUR ANSWERS

Where the answers are The compact answer keys for Chapters 1–6 appear together immediately after Chapter 6. Full

teaching explanations begin on page 239.
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1

How the HiSET Social Studies Test Works

Your goal: Build a calm, source-first plan for 60 questions in 70 minutes.

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:

• describe what the HiSET Social Studies test asks you to do;

• use the official content balance to organize your study time; and

• make a pacing decision that protects both accuracy and review time.

1.1 The test measures reasoning inside social studies

The facts matter, but the evidence decides the answer.

As checked in the official HiSET Test at a Glance on July 20, 2026, the Social Studies subtest allows 70 minutes for 60 multiple-choice

questions. Many questions begin with a source: a short passage, map, graph, table, cartoon, timeline, poster, or document. Others

ask you to apply a social-studies idea to a new situation. In both cases, the task is not to recite every fact you know. It is to read

carefully, identify what is being asked, and choose the answer that the information supports. Recheck current policies at HiSET.org

before scheduling because administration rules can change.

The content is spread across four areas. History and Civics and Government receive the greatest attention. Economics is the

next-largest area, and Geography is smaller but still important. This means a well-prepared student can recognize a question about

the Constitution, an economic graph, a migration map, or a historical source and use the same reading routine each time.

The four content categories organize the approximate weighting; they are not four sealed boxes. Official HiSET materials also

identify political science, psychology, sociology, and anthropology as possible source contexts. A question may therefore use a

survey about group behavior, a case study of an institution, or an interview about cultural practice. Do not hunt for a separate

percentage for each field. Instead, identify what the source measured, whose experience it represents, and whether the conclusion

matches the available evidence. Chapter 32 gives you additional practice with these social-science sources.

Approximate HiSET Social Studies content balance

35%

History

The largest share. Study causes,

consequences, chronology, and

source evidence.

35%

Civics and government

The largest share. Study rights,

institutions, elections, and public

policy.

20%

Economics

Keep regular practice with markets,

work, consumer choices, and policy

effects.

10%

Geography

Review maps, human-environment

connections, regions, and spatial

evidence.

Study plan: Give History and Civics and Government roughly equal, largest blocks of study time; keep Economics and Geography in

every weekly review.

The percentages are approximate content weights. A real form may not place topics in this exact order. Source: HiSET Test at a

Glance, 2025; accessed July 20, 2026.
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Constructed instructional source: Museum survey and attendance table for Questions 4–6

Twenty-five museum volunteers answered a survey after extended evening hours began. Attendance was 1,400 in May and 1,780 in

June. The city budget lists the museum department’s exact approved expenditure total.

Source display: museum attendance

Text equivalent. Attendance was higher in June after later hours began; this display does not establish why every visit changed.

4. Which conclusion is too broad for a survey of 25 volunteers?

A. The volunteers expressed mixed views. B. The survey contains opinions from 25 volunteers.

C. The survey may suggest questions for a larger study. D. Every resident in the city has the same view as the volunteers.

5. A table shows attendance rose after a museum extended hours. Which statement is best supported?

A. Extended hours caused every person to attend. B. Attendance was higher after the change.

C. No other local attraction drew visitors during the period. D. No other factor could influence attendance.

6. Which source is most useful for checking the exact amount spent by a city department?

A. A council member’s summary that does not cite records B. A campaign flyer that reports one spending total

C. An approved city budget or audited expenditure report D. A news article that repeats a claim without identifying its records

Constructed instructional source: Crosswalk claim for Questions 7–9

A council member says, “The new crosswalk improved pedestrian safety.” The statement also says that the city should install similar

crossings elsewhere. A confident campaign post repeats the claim but supplies no crash data.

7. A value statement often contains language about what people

A. counted B. measured in a table

C. observed at a specific time D. should or ought to do

8. Which evidence would be relevant to a claim that a new crosswalk improved pedestrian safety?

A. Before-and-after pedestrian crash data at the crossing B. A campaign promise that the crosswalk would improve safety

C. A citywide population estimate that does not identify conditions

at the crossing

D. A list of other intersections without crash or pedestrian data

9. Why does a source’s confident tone not prove its claim?

A. Confidence indicates that the author used a representative sample. B. Confidence makes a source more likely to be primary than

secondary.

C. Confidence is a style choice; the claim still needs support. D. Confidence shows that the author considered the strongest

counterevidence.

10

Scan Me

HiSET Social Studies



Inference, Purpose, Assumptions, and Arguments

Constructed instructional source: Paired trend displays for Questions 10–12

A graph shows both attendance and nearby parking use rising over two years. One anonymous comment says, “The new policy failed

because one shop closed.” A separate city report includes results from many businesses and dates for each policy change.

Source display: two local trends

Text equivalent. The two measures move upward in the period shown. A shared trend alone does not prove one caused the other.

10. A graph shows two trends moving together. Before claiming one caused the other, a reader should look for

A. evidence that tests alternative explanations and the proposed

relationship

B. evidence from one unusually large change during the period

C. a statement from the policy’s supporters about their intended result D. a comparison showing the measures changed at similar times

11. Which is an example of insufficient evidence?

A. Using a complete budget to identify the listed total B. Using one anonymous comment to prove every voter supports a

law

C. Comparing several reliable accounts of an event D. Reading a map legend before describing a pattern

12. A student says, “The article proves the policy failed because one business closed.” What is the best repair?

A. Compare the closure only with the article’s description of the

policy goal.

B. Remove the business from the evidence because it is a single case.

C. Compare closure dates with the policy date and ignore other

business conditions.

D. Ask whether broader, relevant evidence links the policy to the

business closure and similar results.

3

Inference, Purpose, Assumptions, and

Arguments

Your goal: Read beyond a source’s surface without making claims the source cannot support.

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:

• draw reasonable inferences from direct evidence;

• identify an author’s purpose and an unstated assumption; and

• separate a claim, its reasons, and the evidence needed to test it.

11
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3.1 An inference is a careful step from clues to conclusion

It is not a guess and it is not a fact copied word for word.

An inference combines what a source states with a reasonable connection. If a map shows that most factories are located along a

railroad, you may infer that transportation access mattered to their location. You may not infer that every factory owner chose the

site for exactly the same reason unless the source says so.

Practice source: Short source: a school-board report

“After the district added late buses, participation in after-school tutoring rose from 48 students to 83 students. Several students

said transportation had previously prevented them from staying.”

Illustrated mini-scenario. The late bus and rising participation are useful clues. They support a careful inference about a barrier for

some students, not a claim that the bus explains every student’s decision.

Which inference is best supported?

A. Transportation had been a barrier for at least some students who

wanted tutoring.

B. Most students viewed tutoring as more important than other

activities.

C. Late buses were the main reason students needed academic help. D. The new schedule improved tutoring quality for participating

students.

Which claim goes beyond the report?

A. Tutoring participation increased after late buses were added. B. Some students identified transportation as a previous barrier.

C. Late buses caused every student’s tutoring decision. D. The report describes a change in participation.

3.2 Purpose and assumptions shape an argument

Ask what the writer wants the audience to think or do.

An author may want to inform, persuade, criticize, celebrate, warn, justify a decision, or request action. Purpose does not

automatically make a source untrustworthy. It helps you understand selection and emphasis. An assumption is an unstated belief

that the argument depends on. If a writer says, “The city should build a new parking garage because downtown stores need more

customers,” the writer may assume that more parking will bring more customers and that other transportation options will not solve

the problem as well.
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