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1
Part I • Social Studies Skills

How the GED Social Studies Test Works

Part focus: Learn the reading, evidence, comparison, and data habits that power every content area.

Your goal

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:

• describe the test’s timing, domain balance, and source-based focus;

• recognize the major question and response formats;

• build a pacing routine that protects both accuracy and review time.

1.1 How the GED Social Studies Test Works

The GED Social Studies test is not mainly a memory test. It is a reading-and-reasoning test that uses civics, U.S. history,

economics, and geography as its setting. Most questions give you evidence—a passage, chart, graph, map, table, or image—and

ask what that evidence supports. You do not need to know every date or historical name. You do need a dependable method.

In this chapter, you will learn a five-step routine: read the task, identify the source, find the controlling evidence, predict the

answer, and check every choice against the proof.

Start here Build the core idea in plain English before adding detail.

Idea Plain meaning Beginner explanation

Purpose of the test The exam measures readiness to rea-

son with social studies information,

not just remember facts.

A beginner should see the test as a reading-

and-reasoning exam set inside civics, history,

economics, and geography. The source gives

clues, and the best answer must match those

clues.

Four content domains Civics and government, U.S. history,

economics, and geography and the

world.

The official balance is about 50 percent civics

and government, 20 percent U.S. history, 15

percent economics, and 15 percent geography

and the world.

Seventy-minute test A timed test with no scheduled break. Build your pacing plan around the official 70-

minute limit rather than a promised item count.

The number and arrangement of questions can

vary, and source sets do not all require the same

amount of time.

Score scale Social Studies is scored from 100 to

200; 145 is the passing score.

Scores of 145–164 are Passing/High School

Equivalency, 165–174 are GED College Ready,

and 175–200 are GED College Ready + Credit.

Colleges decide whether to award placement ben-

efits or credit, so a higher score creates eligibility

rather than a guarantee.

Source-based thinking Many items are based on a passage,

graph, map, cartoon, table, or public

document.

The question is usually asking what the source

supports, implies, compares, or proves.

Standalone and scenario

items

Some questions stand alone; others

share one stimulus across two or three

questions.

When several questions use one stimulus, read

the source once carefully and reuse it.
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Short Answers

1. B

2. D

3. A

4. D

5. B

6. A

7. B

8. D

9. C

10. A, C, D

11. flexible pacing

12. B

13. A

14. D

15. C

16. A, C, D

17. Model: Completing 19 questions by the midpoint and finishing with four minutes to review show that Elena’s flexible plan

protected both completion and checking. Her result does not prove that every learner should copy her exact pace.

18. Model: Both students vary time by question complexity, but Elena uses a midpoint record while Marcus emphasizes a decision

rule for moving on. Several complete timing logs would show whether each plan consistently protects completion and review.

Mark every missed or uncertain item. Then use the Chapter Practice Explanations to study the evidence and reasoning. Full Chapter

Practice Explanations begin on page 341.

Close the chapter from memory

Core: State the chapter’s most

important connection or contrast.

Evidence: Name one detail that

could control an answer.

Trap: Explain why one tempting

distractor would fail.

Decision: Move on Review one section Redo practice

2
Social Studies Skills

Primary Sources, Secondary Sources, and

Evidence

Your goal

By the end of this chapter, you will be able to:

• distinguish primary from secondary sources in context;

• judge what a source can and cannot reliably support;

• select the exact evidence that proves a conclusion.

2.1 Primary Sources, Secondary Sources, and Evidence

Historians learn about the past by examining evidence. Some evidence was created during the event, while other evidence

was created later by someone explaining or interpreting it. These are called primary and secondary sources. The important

GED skill is not merely naming the source type. You must decide what the source can reliably show, what it cannot prove by

itself, and which detail best supports a conclusion. This chapter begins with simple source identification and then moves to

credibility, usefulness, and corroboration.

Start here Build the core idea in plain English before adding detail.

Idea Plain meaning Beginner explanation
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GED Social Studies for Beginners

Primary source An original record created by a par-

ticipant, witness, or institution being

studied.

Its classification depends on the question. A

later memoir can be primary evidence of the

writer’s memory, and a 1950 history book can

be primary evidence of how people interpreted

history in 1950.

Secondary source A later explanation or interpretation

of events.

Examples include textbook passages, historian

summaries, encyclopedia entries, and modern

articles about older events.

Explicit detail Information stated directly in the

source.

If the answer is explicit, you should be able to

point to the exact sentence, number, label, or

map symbol.

Inference A logical conclusion based on evi-

dence.

An inference is not a random guess. It is what

the source strongly suggests.

Claim A statement that someone wants read-

ers to accept.

Claims need support. GED questions often ask

which evidence supports a claim.

Evidence A detail that supports an answer, claim,

or inference.

Evidence may be a sentence, statistic, trend,

comparison, or visual feature.

Unsupported claim A statement that lacks evidence in the

source.

A choice may sound believable but still be wrong

if the source does not support it.

Reasoned judgment An opinion supported by facts and

logic.

The GED often distinguishes reasoned judgment

from mere personal opinion.

Primary and secondary describe relationship, not quality

A primary source was created by a participant, witness, or institution connected to the time or event being studied. Letters,

speeches, laws, photographs, census records, court opinions, diaries, and meeting minutes can all be primary sources. A

secondary source interprets the past after the fact, often by comparing many primary sources. Textbooks, documentaries,

biographies, and historical essays are common examples.

Neither label tells you that a source is automatically accurate. A diary can contain an honest but limited observation. A

government report can omit information. A later historian can make a strong interpretation by comparing evidence that no

single witness could see. The useful question is not “Which type is better?” It is “What can this source help me know?”

One event can leave many kinds of evidence

Conceptual illustration, not a historical source. The letter, photograph, and map represent evidence created close to an event; the later

book and research notes represent interpretation built by comparing sources.
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Social studies skills

Read origin and context

Before using a source as evidence, identify four features:

• Creator: Who produced it, and what position or experience did that person have?

• Time and place: Was it created during the event, soon after it, or much later?

• Audience and purpose: Was it private, public, persuasive, legal, commercial, or informational?

• Opportunity to know: Could the creator directly observe the claim, or is the claim based on reports from others?

Context changes interpretation. A campaign speech is expected to persuade. That does not make every statement false, but it

tells you to separate verifiable facts from promises and emotional framing. A private letter may reveal personal experience, yet

one person’s experience may not represent an entire population.

Corroboration and sourcing

Corroboration means checking one source against other evidence. Agreement among independent sources can strengthen a

claim. Disagreement does not always mean one source is useless; the disagreement may reveal different locations, interests,

memories, or purposes.

Suppose a factory owner reports that a strike caused little disruption while workers describe lost wages and dangerous

conditions. The accounts may conflict because each group experienced a different part of the event. A historian could compare

payroll records, newspapers, inspection reports, and letters before drawing a larger conclusion.

Sourcing means using origin as part of the reasoning. If a question asks why a soldier’s letter is valuable, the answer may be

that it provides a participant’s perspective from the period. If the question asks for the war’s total economic effect, the letter

alone is probably too narrow.

Match evidence to the claim

Strong evidence must be relevant and sufficient. A source can support a modest claim without supporting a sweeping one. One

photograph of a crowded street can show that the street was crowded at that moment; it cannot prove that every street in the

city was always crowded. Watch for answer choices containing words such as all, never, only, or completely when the evidence

is limited.

On the GED, the best answer often names both the source’s value and its limitation: a firsthand account offers direct perspective,

while additional evidence is needed to generalize.

How strong is the evidence?

Match the verb to what the source can actually establish. Proves means the evidence establishes the claim directly. Supports means

the evidence makes the claim more convincing. Suggests means the evidence points toward the claim without establishing it. Is

consistent with means the evidence does not contradict the claim, although other explanations remain possible. Does not establish

means the source is insufficient for the claim. Never turn some into all, a relationship into a cause, or a possibility into a certainty.

A dependable path from source to conclusion

1. Read what

the source says

2. Check creator,

date, purpose

3. Compare

other evidence

4. Make a

limited claim

The conclusion becomes stronger when every step is visible. Skipping origin or corroboration makes overstatement more likely.

GED skill Apply the idea to realistic sources, evidence limits, and close answer choices.

A source is evidence created by someone

Every source has an origin. Someone created it at a particular time, for an audience, and for a purpose. Those facts affect what

the source can tell you. A soldier’s letter may offer direct evidence of one person’s experience but not a complete account of an

entire war. A census table can summarize a large population, but its categories reflect decisions about what to count and how
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