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READ REASON WRITE
Find what the text says. ‘Weigh the evidence. Respond with clarity.
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Reading Foundations: Read Without Panic

[Z¥” Beginner Routine

Name the job Ask whether the question is testing meaning, argument, or editing.
Find the source Locate the sentence, paragraph, punctuation mark, or comparison the question points to.

Prove the answer Choose the option that the source supports, not the option that merely sounds smart.

/_{ Example: Classify the Task ]

Read This

A city memo states that the north entrance will close for repairs on Monday. Employees should use the east entrance until
a new notice is posted.

Question: A question asks, “Which entrance should employees use on Tuesday?” What kind of task is this?
Notice The question asks for information directly stated in the memo.

Classify  This is reading for meaning, especially locating an explicit detail.

Prove The second sentence names the east entrance.

@ Answer: It is an explicit-detail reading question, and the answer is the east entrance.

A
Your Turn

Practice Text

Nora is preparing for the RLA test. She makes three study cards. Card 1 says, “Find what a passage states and implies.” Card
2 says, “Judge whether evidence supports a claim.” Card 3 says, “Repair sentences and punctuation in context.” She also
schedules separate practice for comparing two arguments in a timed response.

1. Which card focuses on grammar and language? 3. Why did Nora schedule separate timed-response practice?
A. Card 1 A. It requires memorizing the three card labels
B. Card 3 B. It asks for one source to be corrected but not com-
C. Card2 pared
D. The timed-response practice C. Itrequires source-based writing
2. Which card most directly prepares Nora to evaluate an au- D. It combines reading and argument skills without re-
thor’s evidence? quiring writing
A. Card 1 4. What idea connects all four parts of Nora’s plan?
B. The timed-response practice A. Complete every task under the same time limit
C. Card3 B. Treat grammar as separate from passage meaning
D. Card 2 C. Use text to understand, judge, or communicate
clearly

D. Choose an answer before locating the relevant source

1.2 Read the Question Before the Passage

A question tells you what to notice. Reading it first gives your attention a job without replacing a full reading of the passage.

I3~ The Big Idea
Strong readers shift between a wide view and a narrow view. First read the question and identify the target. Then read enough of the
passage to understand the whole situation. Finally return to the exact lines named or implied by the question.
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GED Language Arts for Beginners

The question stem often contains a useful verb. Identify asks you to locate. Infer asks you to combine a clue with logic. Analyze asks
you to explain a relationship or effect. Evaluate asks you to judge quality using a standard such as relevance or sufficiency.

¥~ Question-Stem Decoder

Box the verb: identify, Underline the target: line, Read for context, then
infer, analyze, or evaluate paragraph, claim, or word return to the target

The stem gives your attention a job; the passage still deserves one full reading.

You will learn to:
* translate common question verbs into actions
* notice paragraph and line references
» read for both context and the specific target

25" Beginner Routine

Box the verb Identify the action word: identify, infer, analyze, compare, or evaluate.
Underline the target Mark what the action applies to, such as paragraph 3, the author’s claim, or the word reserved.

Read and return Read the passage for meaning, then return to the target with the whole context in mind.

/_[ Example: Turn a Stem into a Job J

Read This

The neighborhood pantry first opened one evening a week. After volunteers recorded a long Saturday waiting list, the
pantry added Saturday morning hours.

Question: Analyze how the second sentence develops the first sentence.

Verb  Analyze means explain a relationship, not merely repeat a detail.
Target The relationship is between sentence 1 and sentence 2.

Connection The second sentence shows a problem discovered after opening and the change made in response.

0 Answer: The second sentence develops the first by explaining why the pantry expanded its schedule.

% Common Trap W

) N\
Reading only the named sentence can hide its job. A sentence may make sense alone, but its function depends on what comes
before and after it.

.
Your Turn

Practice Text

After a summer storm damaged the footbridge, the parks department placed warning signs at both trail entrances. The department
then inspected the support beams and found that two needed replacement. Repairs began on Thursday, and the trail reopened
the following Tuesday.

1. The verb identify in “Identify the reason the trail closed” tells
you to do what?

Locate the stated cause

Judge the department’s budget

Compare two authors

Rewrite the paragraph

TPOFEPr
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Reading Foundations: Read Without Panic

2. Which words are the target in “Analyze how the inspection 3. What should a reader do after noticing that the question asks
affected later events”? about the second sentence?
A. warning signs A. Use outside knowledge about bridges
B. inspection and later events B. Read only sentence 2
C. following Tuesday only C. Read the paragraph and return to sentence 2
D. summer storm D. Skip to the answer choices

4. How did the inspection affect later events?
A. It caused the summer storm
B. It removed the warning signs immediately
C. It changed the trail entrances
D. Itidentified damage that had to be repaired

1.3 Sentence Meaning: Who, Does What, Under What Conditions

Long sentences become manageable when you find the main actor, the main action, and the details that limit or explain that action.

I3~ The Big Idea
A sentence may contain dates, descriptions, examples, interruptions, and dependent clauses. Beneath those details is a core statement.
Finding that core prevents you from attaching a condition to the wrong idea.

The three-part check is simple: Who or what is the sentence mainly about? What happens or is true? Which words tell when, why,
how, despite what, or under what condition?

25~ Sentence Meaning Map

Condition or setting Who or what? Does what? Result or limit

Read the sentence in chunks. Reconnect the chunks only after identifying the core subject and action.

You will learn to:
* find the main subject and verb
* separate the core statement from added conditions
* paraphrase a complicated sentence without changing its meaning

5" Beginner Routine

Find who Ignore opening phrases for a moment and locate the main subject.
Find does what Locate the verb that belongs to that subject.

Add conditions Reconnect time, cause, contrast, and descriptive information in the right place.

,_[ Example: Strip a Sentence to Its Core ]

Read This

Although the first shipment arrived late, the clinic, which had saved a small emergency supply, continued offering vaccines
to scheduled patients.

Question: What is the sentence’s core statement?
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Reading Foundations: Read Without Panic
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. Which sentence from Source A most clearly shows that Ortiz plans to use evidence before making the new routine permanent?
A. “The change follows two near misses in which a forklift and a delivery truck entered the marked pedestrian lane at nearly
the same time.”

B. “Painting brighter lines would make the walkway easier to see; it would not separate those activities.”

C. “For the six-week pilot, the 9:00 and 9:30 appointments will therefore remain flexible and will be assigned by phone that
morning.”

D. “Atthe end of six weeks, we will compare those records with the Dock 2 results before deciding whether to keep or revise
the routine.”

In Source B, what does clearance most nearly mean in the instruction to reopen the pedestrian lane only after the spotter gives

clearance?

A. proof that the driver has received an appointment
B. authorization that the lane may be used again
C. areport of how long the truck has been unloading
D. space for the truck to wait near the dock
Which claim is best supported by both sources?
A. A delivery routine is safest when drivers decide for themselves whether a walkway is clear.
B. The main purpose of the pilot is to make every delivery take less time than it did before.
C. A safer delivery routine requires coordinated steps that control when trucks and pedestrians use the same area.
D. Flexible appointments eliminate the need for workers to document arrivals or blocked walkways.
. Why does Source B direct workers not to move a cone simply because the walkway appears empty?
A. An empty-looking walkway does not confirm that the truck is secured or that the spotter has cleared the lane.
B. Cones are used to reserve the flexible appointments for small vendors with uncertain routes.
C. Cones make it easier to calculate whether unscheduled truck waits have decreased.
D. A delivery truck may leave the dock only after every cone has been removed.
How does the four-week Dock 2 trial function in Source A’s reasoning?
A. It proves that the revised routine will work equally well at every dock and with every vendor.
B. It replaces the need to collect records during the six-week pilot.
C. It provides preliminary evidence and reveals a limitation that the larger pilot is designed to address.
D. It shows that flexible appointments caused the two safety reports filed during the trial.
Which detail most complicates the idea that appointments alone will make dock activity predictable?
A. The old delivery window extended from 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
B. Two small vendors combine this warehouse’s orders with deliveries to other businesses.
C. The spotter and receiving clerk will communicate by radio.
D. The pedestrian lane will reopen after the truck is secured.

Select two. Which two records would most directly help the warehouse compare efficiency under the two routines?
A. truck arrival, unloading-start, and departure times
B. the number of cones placed across the pedestrian lane
C. truck waiting time recorded on the daily log
D. the names of employees who cross the loading area

. How do the two sources differ most clearly in purpose?

A. Source A criticizes the pilot, while Source B argues that it should become permanent.

B. Source A explains the problem, evidence, and planned evaluation; Source B gives workers the procedure to carry out.
C. Source A addresses delivery drivers only, while Source B addresses managers only.

D. Source A reports final results, while Source B proposes a different experiment.
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Chapter 1 Answers

Topic 1.1 1-B 2-D 3-C 4-C
Topic 1.2 1-A 2-B 3-C 4-D
Topic 1.3 1-A 2-C 3-B 4-B
Topic 1.4 1-B 2-A 3-C 4-D
Topic 1.5 1-C 2-B 3-B 4-C
Topic 1.6 1-C 2-A 3-D 4—A and C

Detailed reasoning and trap analysis: Chapter Explanations, page 229.

/_{ Chapter 1 Practice Answers J

1. C 8. B 15. C
2. A . C 16. A
3. D 10. A 17. C
4. B 11. D 18. B
5. C 12. Band D 19. A and C
6. A 13. D 20. B
7. D 14. B
For full reasoning and trap analysis, see Chapter Explanations on page 229.
\ J

I @ — & ( EffortlessMath.com )




Core Comprehension 9

Main Ideas, Details, and Inference
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Find what the text says, what its details do, and what the evidence
allows you to conclude.

Chapter Promise

This chapter teaches the central reading work behind nearly every GED RLA pas-
sage set: locate facts, identify the controlling idea, summarize fairly, infer care-
fully, and synthesize more than one important point.

VISUAL MEMORY HOOK
The main idea is the center that the most important details fit and support.

By the end of this chapter, you should be able to:
* find explicit details
* state a main idea
* identify and classify details that support a central idea
* summarize without distortion
» make evidence-based inferences
* draw appropriately limited conclusions and apply ideas to closely related situations

23~ Tutor Note

When two choices seem possible, compare their proof. The better answer usually needs less invention and accounts for more of the
text.

2.1 Find Explicit Details

An explicit detail is stated directly. The work is to locate it accurately, even when a tempting choice changes one small word.

3" The Big Idea
Explicit-detail questions may ask who, what, when, where, why, or how. The correct answer often paraphrases the passage instead of
repeating it word for word.

Check names, quantities, comparisons, and limiting words such as only, first, most, and unless. A choice can sound nearly right while
reversing one of those details.

You will learn to:
* locate a directly stated fact
* match a paraphrase to the original sentence
* reject choices that add, reverse, or exaggerate
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